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Prof. SUSANNA MARRA 
Art History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born in Rome in 1975, and graduated at II Universita’ di Roma “Tor Vergata” 
in 2002 in History of Literature and Art History.  
In 2006 I finished attending the 3rd and last year of Post-University specialization in 
Art History (PhD), Università di Siena. 
I lived for two years in Minnesota, USA. 
I worked from 2002 to 2006 as the Local Coordinator for the CHS@AU Italy Study 
Program and work now as an art historian writing articles for catalogues related to art 
exhibitions. 
I am currently working as assistant for Arch. Francesco Petrucci, director of the 
museum Palazzo Chigi in Ariccia (Roma). 
My present role in the Joseph S. Bruno Auburn Abroad in Italy program is to prepare 
students to better understand the art content of field trips and to assist Francesco in 
Art History classes. 

 
 

 
 
 

Prof. MARY LOUISE GRAY 
Conversational Italian 

 
 

 
 
 
 
I was born in Johannesburg, South Africa, from a Scottish mother and father. I grew 
up there but did part of my studies in London at the Slade School of Art for Painting. 
When I married Marco I lived with him 3 years in Zurich and then in Rome and later 
we moved to Ariccia into Marco’s family house Villa Sole. I am still active as a 
painter and songwriter. I was an English teacher in schools of the Castelli Romani for 
many years. 
 I have taught “Conversational Italian” to the Auburn students for five years now, and 
I have also written a simple reference book for my course. I love this country and 
hope to make you love it too! 
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Prof. MARCO ANTONINI 

History of the Mediterranean Civilizations 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born in Rome but my family was living in Switzerland where I lived until I was 
6 years old. That gave me the chance to learn German and later in Rome I studied in a 
French school and finally, during the war, I learned English.. My mother was Dutch 
hence I speak also that language! 
This asset of many languages brought me to work in the Civil Airlines field for about 
22 years, although I had studied some years to become an architect.. However later I 
joined an American Design Company in San Francisco and became a Design 
Communication consultant. My great interest has always been Archeology and 
History.  
I have been a visiting Professor at Luiss University in Rome and have recently 
published a book on Italian history focusing on the last years of the Fascist period 
(1933-1945). 
During my classes I will introduce the complex scenario of the Mediterranean 
civilization, cradle of Western culture. 
My program ends with contemporary Italy and a visit to a WW2 memorial. 
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Prof. ROSSELLA DE VENUTO 

History of Early Philosophy and Mythology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born in Trento in 1967. I graduated in 1992 from the 
Università Statale in Milan with a degree in Philosophy, where I obtained my PhD 
cum laude with a final thesis entitled The Genetic 
Epistemology as Experimental and Evolutionary Epistemology. 
In 1993 I got a European Master in marketing and science of  
communication at the Academy of Commerce and Tourism in Trento. 
In 1995 I lived for a period in New York, where I studied Film Direction and 
Creative writing at the New York Film Academy.  One of my passions is writing.  
I have been Professor of Philosophy, Mythology and Iconography for the Italian 
Campus of the Auburn University (Alabama, US) since 2002. I’m married and mother 
of 3 children and I’ve lived in Rome since 1996. 

 
 
 

Prof. MASSIMO MARTIGONI 
Design and Contemporary Architecture 

 
 
 
 
 

I was born in Trento in 1962 and I am an Art Historian specialized in modern 
Architecture and Design.  
I have published several essays and books - including “Adalberto Libera e Gio 
Ponti”. Carteggio negli anni di guerra, (1999), “Illusioni di pietra. Itinerari tra 
architettura e fascismo” (2002), “Gio Ponti. Gli anni di Stile 1941-1947” (2002), “Il 
monumento e gli architetti italiani 1920-1940” (2004), “Sessanta e non li dimostra, il 
design” (2005). 
I have curated a number of exhibitions focusing on Italian design and architecture, 
among these “Gio Ponti. Gli anni di Stile,” held in London and in Milan at the 
Triennale exhibition center. 
I am a visiting Professor at NABA in Milan and Stanford University. 
I am writer and consultant to design magazines “Abitare,” “Vogue” and “Casa 
Vogue” (Italian publication focusing on interior design). 
My recent projects include: a book on Mario Bellini, Italian architect and  designer; a 
study on sport, fashion and design in the second postwar age; international exhibitions 
on Italian architects and designers; international exhibitions on Italian architects and 
designers. 
I am the key faculty in Milan and partner in the Portaluppi Foundation. 
I’m married to Renata and have a child. I spend my life mostly between Milan and 
Trento. 
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VISITING PROFESSORS 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. GIUSEPPE DE VENUTO 
Healthy Nutrition and Dieting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was born in Apulia but I live in Trento.  
In 1962 I graduated cum laude in Medicine at the University of Bari and I became a 
practicing physician in 1963. 
In 1963 I also got a Diploma cum laude in Practical Hygiene and in 1965 I got my 
first PhD at the University of Florence in Clinica del Lavoro. 
In 1968 I obtained a PhD in Cardiology and in 1974 a PhD in Internal Medicine, both 
at the University of Padova. 
I have worked in many hospitals and I have been visiting Professor in many schools 
and Universities such as The University of Verona. 
I have published many scientific articles focusing on cardiology, hypertension and 
nutrition. 
Since 1993 I have been Head Physician of the S. Chiara Hospital in Trento. 
My seminar to the students focuses on Healthy Nutrition and Diet, with particular 
interest in the description of the Mediterranean diet and its importance for health. 
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Prof. UGO MILLUL 
The European Union 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 I was born in 1980 in Brescia. In 2004 I spent several months in Belgium for an  
 internship in International Business and Financial Law at Delwaide Advocats in 

Brussels. 
In July 2005 I obtained my Degree in Law at the University of Brescia with a final  
thesis entitled  “Inter-American System of Human Rights Law Procedure”. In 2005 I  
obtained my Master's Degree in Human Rights at the Carlos III University in Madrid  
(Spain). 
I also have a diploma from Luiss University in Rome in “Parliamentary Law and public  
policies”.  
At the moment I work in the legislative office of the Italian Camera dei Deputati  
(House of Representatives). 
My seminar to the students will focus on the European Union, providing a  
general view of its birth, development, and social and political changes.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Prof. STEFANO FORMENTINI 
Fashion & Style in Italy (Milan) 

 
 
 
 

 
I was born in Milan but raised in Pantelleria, a small island off the Sicilian coast. 
I am a stylist and fashion journalist, and I work with emerging trend-setting brands 
that originate from specific sports such as SNOWBOARD, SURF, SKI, SKATE etc. 
I worked on the 2006 Olympic Games with Oscar award winner Gabriella Pescucci 
(Costume designer awarded in 1994 for the movie “The Age of Innocence” by Martin 
Scorsese) 
I coordinate fashion shoots and advertisements for a number of International agencies. 
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Prof. GABRIELLE COPPOLA 
Child care and trends in child development in Italy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2000 I obtained my Degree in Psychology at the II University of Naples and in 2004 
I got my PhD in Psychology at the Department of Psychology of the university of Bari 
with a thesis on risk and protective factors in socio-emotional developmental of 
premature infants. 
In 2005 I obtained Post-Doctorate degree at the College of Human Sciences (Human 
Development and Family Studies), Auburn University, supervisor: Prof. B. E. Vaughn. 
Since 2005 I have been a researcher in Developmental and Educational Psychology at 
the College of Psychology, University “G. D’Annunzio” in Chieti-Pescara. 
Some of my recent publications include: La prematurità: fattori di protezione e di  
rischio per lo sviluppo della relazione madre – bambino, Carocci Editore, 2004;  
Attachment and Human Development; Promoting positive parenting: An attachment- 
based intervention. Hillsdale,  NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates; International  
Journal of Behavioral Development (2007); Infant Behavior and Development, in  
press. 
 
My main research interests are the organization of attachment in life span, the  
development of premature infants, the quality of mother-infant interaction in normal  
and risk conditions, and interventions supporting mother-infant relationship.  
My seminar to the students entitled “Child care and trends in child  
development in Italy" will focus on a review on the main research contributions in  
developmental and educational psychology, underlining the cultural specificities in  
Italy and the cultural differences with other cultures in child rearing practices and  
infant development. 
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CHIGI PALACE TEAM 
 
 

 
 

FRANCO DI FELICE 
             Chigi Palace General Manager  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      DANIELE PETRUCCI 
Chigi Palace Guide and Restorer 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BRUNA ROMAGNOLI 
Chigi Palace Staff 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Franco is responsible of all  
activities that are held in the Chigi 
Palace and coordinates the overall 
management together with  
Francesco  Petrucci. 
 

Daniele is an Art Historian. He is a  
guide of the Chigi Palace and has  
the responsibility of the set up of the 
exhibits held at the Chigi Palace.  
 

Bruna is responsible for the logistics 
of the Chigi Palace. 
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VILLA ARICIA HOTEL  

 
 
 
Hotel Staff: 
Hotel Director: Michele Calabrese 
Reception Desk: Walter, Sonia, Mirko, Giacinto 
 
Contacts: 
Hotel  Ristorante Villa Aricia  
via Villini, 4/6 (via Appia Nuova km. 26,200) 00040 ARICCIA (Roma) 
tel.+39 06 9323 117 -  9321 161 -  9323 158      
fax.+39 06 9320 065 
info@hotelvillaricia.com 
www.hotelvillaricia.com 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 




